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PREFACE 


TO THE 
, 


TWENTY-SIXTH VOLUME. 


The Sailor's Magazine was commenced in the summer of 1828. Its 
object—to collect and communicate information relative to the condition and 
claims of seamen, to awaken and perpetuate a laudable interest and effort in 
their behalf, to prompt them to respect themselves, and by a course of manly 
enterprise ani virtuous achievement gain the respect and gratitude of the 
world. It was even hoped that its pages would prove to many the means of 
salvation by directing them to 


“The only star 

By which the bark of mancould navigate 

The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 

Securely ; the only star which rose on Time, 

And on its dark and troubled billows, still 

As generation drifting swiftly by 

Succeeded generation, threw a ray 

Of heaven’s own light, and to the hills of God, 

The everlasting hills, pointed the sinner’s eye.’? 
To secure this object its successive editors have aimed at simplicity of style, 
and variety of matter, including narrative, biography, incident, anecdote, illus- 
trative of important truths and principles; and especially at instruction and im- 
pression adapted to fit seamen for the duties and destinies of this world, and the 
next. When we have had occasion to rebuke an overbearing or cruel master, 
or officer, or an insolent, insubordinate sailor, we have aimed to speak the truth 
in love. We have aimed too at impartiality; suffering neither a quarter- 
deck air, nora forecastle grumble to divert us from what we deemed a manly, | 
Christian fidelity. True, we have sometimes heard a complaint—not often— 
that we have taken.the part of the mutinous against their superiors, or that 
of the superior in office against those said 1o be deserving of many stripes; 
but these complaints even we have turned to good account, both by way of 
sharpening our caution to speak wisely, and whetting our steel to cut effec- 
tivelv. It gives us sincere gratification to know that seamen generally 


approve our course, and hail the Magazine as their long-tried and true friend, 
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In this connection the editors tender them grateful acknowledgements for the 
valuable contributions of their own pens. We bespeak more of the seamen’s 
own thoughts, spoken in their own way, to enrich their own work. 

This Twenty-sixth volume contains a’sad record of the loss of life and 
property in the sea. In this respect it is a book of lamentations. Itis gilt 
however with the prospect that when the sea shall give up its dead, many 
names of those who have gone down quick will be found in the Book of life. 

The June No. contains the Annual Report of the Directors of the Ameri- 
can Seamen’s Friend Society. After discussing*the changes which have 
taken place in the material out of which seamen are made, and the obstacles 
to their improvement, it gives a full.account of the Foreign and Domestic 
efforts in their behalf, and in view of present results, and still greater blessings 
divinely promised, concludes with the buoyant conviction of a well-grounded 
faith that the conversion of the abundance of the sea is God’s work, and will 
be accomplished in his own good time. 

We now close and bind np this volume for perpetuity and reference; so 
will our lives soon close, and the acts thereof be registered for endless 
reference.. May our record be on high, and the divine commendation of our 
labors for seamen be, “‘ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
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